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Introduction 
The 12th Australian Media Traditions conference theme is “Exploring the 
Regions”. The theme focuses on questions and issues relating to the 
diverse history of rural and regional media, both in Australia and abroad.  

The conference theme aims to address the history and importance of 
rural and regional media. From the initial introduction and establishment, 
through to more recent developments. 

Topics to be discussed include: 

• The establishment and/or disbandment of rural and/or regional media; 
• Rural and regional media research in the context of local content and 

local audiences; 
• Comparative research associated with rural, regional and metropolitan 

media (Australian  
and international); 

• The role and history of rural and regional indigenous media; 
• Rural and regional media as a news source for communities; 
• The production of rural and regional community media; 
• The history of memory, place and/or emotions; 
• Methodologies and approaches to media preservation and archiving. 

The 12th Australian Media Traditions Conference is proudly hosted by Victoria 
University, Melbourne, Australia. (www.vu.edu.au)

@AusMediaTrad 
#AMT2021

https://www.facebook.com/AMTnetwork

Australian Media Traditions Social Media 
Please share your thoughts, comments and the #AMT2021 discussion across 
social media.

http://www.vu.edu.au
http://www.vu.edu.au


Conference Room Names 

Professor Tom O’Regan FAHA (1956–2020) 
Professor Tom O’Regan was a pioneering 
scholar of cultural and media studies in 
Australia who co-founded Continuum: Journal 
of Media & Cultural Studies  and, in 2013, 
convened the 8th Australian Media Traditions 
Conference: Places, Spaces, Networks and 
Intermedia at the University of Queensland. His 
b o o k s i n c l u d e d  A u s t r a l i a n N a t i o n a l 
Cinema  (1996) and Rating the Audience: The 
Business of Media (2011). 

 

Professor Clem Lloyd AO (1939–2001)  
Professor  Clem Lloyd  rose from copy boy at 
the Daily Telegraph to become foundation chair 
of journalism at the University of Wollongong. 
His many books included  Profession, 
Journalist:  A History of the Australian 
Journalists’ Association  (1985) and Parliament 
and the Press:  The  Federal Parliamentary 
Press Gallery, 1901–88 (1988). 

 

Sylvia Lawson FAHA (1932–2017)  
Sylvia Lawson was a journalist, essayist, film 
critic and academic. Her books included the 
award-winning  The Archibald Paradox: A 
Strange Case of Authorship  (1983) and The 
Back of Beyond (2013). 

 

Dr Prue Torney (d. 2006)  
Dr  Prue Torney was awarded a University 
Medal from the University of Melbourne and 
the Magarey Medal for Biography by the 
Australian Historical Association. She was 
the author of  Somewhere in Asia: War, 
Journalism and Australia’s Neighbours 1941–
75  (2000) and  Behind the News: A 
Biography of Peter Russo (2005). 
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As part of the 12th Australian Media Traditions Conference, the four rooms have been named in honour of scholars that have had a considerable impact on 
the discipline areas discussed as part of the Australian Media Traditions conference. Each person has also been an influential part of the Australian Media 
Traditions Conference and its history.



Plenary Sessions: O’Regan Room 

K.S. Inglis Address: Regional media landscapes and 
rural imaginaries 
Presented by Professor Lisa Waller 
The fortunes and futures of regional media have become a regular 
national news story with important community, policy and economic 
dimensions. The loss of regional TV news bulletins, newspaper closures 
and migration to online, along with ABC budget cuts and new entrants 
determined to fill the gaps have occupied a series of government 
inquiries and generated further public and policy commentary. 

In scholarship, these themes have propelled the once unfashionable 
topic of small-town journalism to the forefront in Australia and beyond, 
reflected by increasing attention to media business models, innovation 
for the sector and the twin threats of news deserts and democratic 
deficits. These approaches to news for and about Triple R (regional, rural 
and remote) communities position this large and diverse media sector as 
an urgent problem to be solved, rather than as a rich and varied site of 
inquiry with a long tradition.  

This address ventures through and beyond the headlines and policy 
debates on regional media, to explore some of the historical, cultural and 
political byways and contours that shape people’s experience of news 
beyond the city limits. It draws on more than a decade of research on 
regional, rural and remote media, from media representations of ‘remote’ 
Indigenous communities for eastern seaboard audiences, to how the 
unevenness of Australian media landscapes can shape lived experience 
in small towns, the ways in which metropolitan media frame the regions 
for city audiences, and how the ABC’s longest-running radio program, 
Country Hour, imagines rural Australia. 

Dr Lisa Waller is a Professor of Digital 
Communication in the School of Media 
and Communication, RMIT University, 
Australia. 

Since entering academia in 2007 she has 
p u b l i s h e d w i d e l y i n M e d i a a n d 
Communication studies. Her research is 
concerned with how the media shapes 
society – from Indigenous Affairs policy, to 
its roles in regional and rural identity 
formation, the administration of justice 
and people’s everyday practices. 

 
She is a 2021 Distinguished Visiting Fellow at the University of Canberra, 
member of the Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Studies and is a Research Associate in the Centre for Rural Criminology 
at the University of New England. 

Lisa was a journalist on newspapers, including The Australian, and The 
Australian Financial Review before entering academic life. 

She is the co-author of Hess, K & Waller, L (2017) Local Journalism in a 
Digital Age (Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan) and McCallum, K & Waller, 
L (2017) The Dynamics of News and Indigenous Policy in Australia 
(Bristol: Intellect) 
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Keynote: Niches for the Regions: How Small-Town 
Recording Companies Expanded U.S. Sound Media 
Culture  

Presented by Associate Professor Kyle Barnett 
In the history of U.S. sound recording, the involvement of rural and 
regional record companies was fundamental. That their contributions 
have been too often forgotten makes the rediscovery so important and 
so surprising. At the start of the 1920, the three most important record 
companies in the United States, the “Big Three,” were all based in and 
around New York City: Victor, Columbia, and Edison Records. But it 
would be the upstart record companies of the Great Lakes Midwest that 
challenged the supremacy of the Big Three in concerted ways, through a 
focus on emerging regional sounds either ignored by or unknown to the 
leading labels in the Northeast. 

Realizing the role of companies like Gennett, Paramount, Brunswick, and 
others quickly undoes many of the assumptions we associate with the 
emergence of jazz, blues, and country in U.S. popular music. For 
instance: much of the music to first make New Orleans famous as a 
musical locale was not recorded there but was instead recorded in small 
towns like Richmond, Indiana, where Gennett Records had decided to 
make provisional forays into a great number of niche music, including 
jazz. 

At the same time, Gennett recorded William Jennings Bryant’s “Cross of 
Gold” speech (now part of the Library of Congress’ National Recording 
Registry); much of Charley Patton’s legendary blues recordings; country 
music from Dock Roberts, the Red Fox Chasers, and others; Swedish-
American immigrant recorded in Minnesota; Alabama dance bands; 
sound-effects recordings for silent film exhibition; Hopi tribal 
performances at the Grand Canyon, and “personal” recordings from local 
church choirs, jazz and blues performers from nearby cities, and the 
northern wing of the Ku Klux Klan.  

In this presentation, I will outline a few of the major contributions of the 
U.S. recording companies like Gennett, Paramount, and others from the 
dual contexts of the 1920s recording industry and contemporary sound 
media culture. Through historical recordings, archival press accounts, 
employee interviews and company documents, which offer a glimpse of 
how everyday business practices met socio-cultural attitudes, through 
institutional cultures, recording and scouting practices, selecting or 
rejecting releases, and advertising strategies.  

The presentation will also argue for the recovery and inclusion of the rural 
recording companies and regional recording activities into media history 
and cultural memory, while also interrogating the relationship between 
regional and national music and media trends in industry discourse then 
and historiography now.  

Kyle Barnett is Associate Professor of 
Media Studies in the Department of 
Communication at Bellarmine University. 
His research focuses on media history, 
media industries, popular music, and 
sound across media. He has published in 
the Journal of Popular Music Studies, 
Music, Sound and the Moving Image, the 
Journal of Material Culture, and several 
book anthologies. He is the author of 
Record Cultures: The Transformation of 
the U.S. Recording Industry (University of 
Michigan Press, 2020).  
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Panel: ‘Harbour Cities’: Media in Urban and 
Regional Histories 
 
Panel Members: Justine Lloyd, Virginia Madsen, Christopher 
John Müller (Centre for Media History, Macquarie University) 
& Hans-Ulrich Wagner (Universität Hamburg, Institut für 
Medien und Kommunikation)
This panel reflects on the crucial role of media in creating place and 
region. As editors of an innovative publishing project via an online portal, 
we have recently curated an interlinked series of essays on ‘harbour 
cities’. The series is part of ‘Transnational Media Histories’, an 
international network project between the Centre for Media History, 
Macquarie University in Sydney, Australia, the Research Centre Media 
History, Hamburg University and Leibniz-Institute for Media Research | 
Hans-Bredow-Institute, Hamburg, Germany and the Centre for 
Information and Communication Studies, Fudan University, Shanghai, 
China. Shanghai, Sydney and Hamburg share situated histories as major 
maritime transport hubs and also incorporate key communication 
infrastructures which articulate and cut across regions. 

Each of the essays explores an archival document from the twentieth 
century as a ‘media text’ or ‘media object’. By looking at these media 
artefacts, each researcher asks what they tell us about the mediated 
representation, the cultural texture and the habitus of the city during a 
specific time period. Looking at these objects both individually and as 
part of a series therefore opens windows onto moments that represent 
major shifts in local understandings of place and time. As media 
scholars, each author uses media-historical methods to open a dialogue 
with the present: what do these objects tell us about how we use media 
to understand our place in the world now? This series thus investigate 
the dynamics of place, communication and media in each of these cities. 

Guest Speaker: Gilgandra Newspapers as a Case 
Study for the Importance of Regional Media 

Guest: Lucie Peart
Lucie Peart will discuss the importance of regional media through her 
experience as the Managing Editor of Gilgandra Newspapers Pty Ltd. 
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Session Papers: Torney Room 

Fade to Black: Localism and Independence in 
Australian Regional Commercial Television 
 
Presenter: Michael Thurlow (Macquarie University)
This paper examines changes to localism and independence in 
Australian regional commercial television over the past 60 years. It starts 
by exploring the challenges of providing “connective” technologies such 
as television to sparsely populated communities across vast distances 
and multiple time zones. Australia’s dual television service, established by 
the Menzies Liberal/Country Party coalition, intended that commercial 
stations would provide a local service relevant to the communities they 
served alongside a national television signal from the ABC. This paper 
identifies 11 “liminal moments” which represent the key political, 
regulatory, economic, technological, industrial, and social developments 
from which Prime, WIN and Southern Cross have emerged as the 
dominant operators, with control of around 90 per cent of licences. 

A unique “Localism-Independence Index” is used to demonstrate a 
correlation (and possible causal relationship) between these liminal 
moments, the consolidation of station ownership and a reduction in local 
program production. This paper also examines recent developments 
including a proposed merger of all three regional television networks’ 
assets into a single entity, WIN’s May 2021 decision to introduce state-
wide news bulletins for regional Queensland, parts of Southern New 
South Wales and Victoria in place of local services, and network affiliation 
changes which took effect from 1 July. It concludes by considering the 
future state of Australian regional commercial television within the context 
of changing consumer behaviour and continued lobbying by incumbent 
operators for amendments to media ownership rules. 

 
The Role of Radio in our Australian Rural and 
Regional Places: A Queensland Study. 
 
Presenter: Ashley Jones (University of Southern 
Queensland)
Local media owners demonstrated leadership to ensure Radio, and 
indeed other media outlets, were present in rural and regional Australia. 
Commencing in the period from mid 1930s to the 1940s, many centres 
had established their own commercial radio service. The ABC was also 
establishing a robust group of stations to service all parts of Australia. 

Over the decades ownership has changed and so too the influence and 
impact of the local radio station. 

The notion of “local” affords the market, in most cases, local news, 
information programs and community service information. Against a 
globalised understanding of the world, local is a contested concept. In 
this context local is geographically defined and is fiercely upheld by these 
local communities served by a variety of local radio stations. 

This paper will focus on some key Queensland regional and rural centres, 
specifically Roma, Charleville, Longreach and Winton, responses to the 
place of media in their community. I will discuss findings from some data 
gathered in these communities. I have used both qualitative and 
quantitative methods to provide baseline data. These sites are of interest 
as they are representative of many locations around Australia in terms of 
climatic and economic impacts, as well as the loss of local media 
sources. Local communities are seeking a robust local voice and the 
changing mediascape offers little comfort to this important part of 
Australia. What is being sought, some current models and concepts for 
consideration will be provided in this paper. 
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Aunty and the Sandgropers: The ABC in Western 
Australia 

Presenter: Bridget Griffen-Foley (Macquarie University)
To the early proponents of radio in Western Australia, broadcasting held 
out the promise of ameliorating distance, isolation and a small 
population. This paper traces the history of the ABC in WA between 
1932 and 1982. 

The first ABC state Advisory Committee to be established was in WA in 
1935, while the last capital city Television Advisory Committee to be 
disbanded (in 1965) was in Perth. The greater distance from Sydney 
guaranteed more local initiative, and in 1937 6WF and 6WN moved into a 
new ‘Broadcast House’ in Perth, the only ABC building in the country 
designed specifically for broadcasting. It was from here that national 
radio programs including Kindergarten of the Air (1942–85) and Let’s Join 
In (1954– c.1974) were launched. 

WA continued to have its own version of the supposedly national 
Kindergarten of the Air, and when the current affairs program AM was 
launched in 1967, there was also a separate WA version. This paper 
seeks to build on the special ‘Media, Politics and Identity’ issue of 
Studies in Western Australian History that appeared in 1994 and included 
an article by Leigh Edmonds on the development of radio in WA in the 
1920s. The paper will tease out questions of regional and national 
identity, and the special place of WA in the ABC’s federal 
imaginings.Enter description here. 

Pickets and Press Clubs: 1970s Feminist Media 
Activism in Australia and the United States 

Presenter: Marama Whyte (University of Sydney)
In the 1970s and against the backdrop of the women’s liberation 
movement, women journalists employed at mainstream news media 
outlets in Australia and the United States undertook an assortment of 
feminist activism to protest discriminatory employment practices on the 
basis of sex. They adopted activist strategies drawn from other political 
movements, including forming activist organisations, undertaking pickets 
and protests, and leaning on their political sources and media 
connections. Over the course of the decade these women adopted a 
highly experimental, improvisational, and adaptive approach, with tactics 
often chosen for their strategic value, rather than their attachment to an 
ideological perspective. 

This paper compares and contrasts activism undertaken by women 
journalists in Australia and the United States to open up membership to 
women in prestigious and exclusive male-only professional press clubs 
during the 1970s. In Sydney, the Media Women’s Action Group 
successfully advocated to allow women to become members of the 
Journalists’ Club in 1972. In Washington, D.C., Journalists for 
Professional Equality similarly reversed the Gridiron Club’s sex 
segregated membership policy in 1975. This paper will examine the 
similarities and differences between these two newswomen-helmed ad 
hoc feminist media organisations, their activist strategies, and the 
historical memory of their struggles. It will additionally consider the 
broader implications of excluding women from professional spaces in 
metropolitan news hubs during a period when press clubs played a 
central role in facilitating social and professional networking for 
journalists, potential employers, and sources. 
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Tracking the mediated history of Australia’s wild 
brumby in early regional newspapers 

Presenter: Sarah Vella
This paper documents and explores changing media representations of 
Australian wild horses – or brumbies – in early regional newspaper 
coverage. The issue of culling brumbies in Australia’s Alpine National 
Parks is a long-running, yet current and controversial debate. Stories, 
legends and myths of the mountains and its brumbies have been 
positioned as an integral part of Australia’s national identity (Perkins 
2020). In 2020, the Australian Federal Court permitted authorities to cull 
brumbies in Victoria’s high country, amid concerns the introduced 
animals were impacting critically endangered, native species. 

The issue of wildlife management, including non-native animals like 
brumbies, is a divisive one, however the role that media plays in shaping 
community perspectives on environmental issues related to wildlife 
management in Australia is relatively underexplored. Understanding how 
brumbies have been portrayed by regional newspapers over time is 
important, given these outlets often serve towns and cities located close 
to national parks (Knight 2019) and play a central role in shaping the way 
a community sees itself, its geographies and the non-human species that 
inhabit them. 

There are discrepancies in historical records around where the name 
‘brumby’ originated – it is believed the term was first used in the 
Australasian magazine in 1880 (Ludowyk 2003). This paper, then, takes 
the mid 19th century as its entry point to explore regional newspaper 
coverage, drawing on available Trove archives. The paper addresses how 
coverage of brumbies has changed over time and discusses cultural, 
economic, environmental and political contexts that may have impacted 
this coverage. 

Newspaper closure, civic culture and civic impact: 
Where to turn when the local paper shuts down? 

Presenter: Marco Magasic (Deakin University)
This paper uses an ‘ethnographic vignette’ to examine how civic 
engagement was negatively impacted in Lightning Ridge when its local 
newspaper, The Ridge News, shut down in 2015. The data comes from 
a two month long focused ethnography conducted in 2019. 

While several participants spoke of how they used the local newspaper 
to engage with civic issues in Lightning Ridge, this paper will focus on a 
single dispute between the Walgett Shire Council ranger and Dot 
Thompson’s animal welfare shelter. 

By focusing on this point of conflict it is possible to observe how the flow 
of information between residents has been disrupted and how the 
communication channels left in The Ridge News’s vacuum, such as 
Facebook, have failed to replicate its civic functions due to their inferior 
reach. 

By focusing on a single issue it is also possible to fully explore how the 
concept of ‘the civic’ relates to an individual existing in a community or 
society. This illuminates the local newspaper’s place in fermenting a civic 
culture which leads to civic impact. 
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On a sheep’s back: Gender, media and promotion in 
the post-war Australian wool industry 
 
Presenter: Kate Fitch (Monash University)
The historical marginalisation of women’s work means that we do not 
fully understand the links between media and promotional work. This 
paper therefore investigates the work of two women for the Australian 
Wool Bureau [AWB] (from 1963, the Australian Wool Board) from the late 
1950s to the early 1970s. Drawing on archival sources, as well as 
digitised newspapers and memoirs, it explores the promotional activity 
of: 

• Nan Sanders, who was appointed as Director of Wool Promotion, by the 
AWB chairman, Sir William Gunn, in 1959. Recruited from a career in 
women’s fashion and synthetic textiles, Sander’s brief was to increase 
wool consumption as well as export opportunities. 

• Joy Jobbins, who managed the AWB account at the newly established 
agency, Ralph Blunden Pty Ltd, in 1959 and later moved to AWB, where 
she worked from 1966 to 1972. She and Sanders had previously worked 
on the nationwide promotion of Terylene. 

Their work extended well beyond traditional advertising and included 
liaison with wool growers and government, promotional activity such as 
awards, competitions and fashion parades, and retail and media 
campaigns. Much promotion focused on regional Australia with 
significant editorial content generated for country media outlets. 
Furthermore, Sanders and Jobbins worked closely with photographers 
such as Helmut Newton and Henry Talbot to create resonant images of 
rural Australia and contemporary fashion. 

This paper highlights feminised labour in media and the promotional work 
associated with wool in national and international campaigns and in 
doing so, offers new insights into the interdependence of promotional 
and media industries. 

Mixed harvests: the short life of ABC radio’s Town 
and Country Hour 

Presenter: Jennifer Bowen (Monash University)
ABC radio’s ‘Country Hour’ is a bastion of rural broadcasting, the focus 
variously of critical commentary and comfortable celebration. But little 
attention has been given to its predecessor, a short-lived programme 
launched in 1941 as the ‘Town and Country Hour’. 

By the 1940s, broadcasts for the ‘man on the land’ and ‘the countryman’ 
were well established across Australia, but the stated purpose of the 
‘Town and Country Hour’ was to create a bridge between urban and 
rural audiences. Internal ABC correspondence of the time suggests an 
expectation that this could be achieved by combining the presentation of 
common interests while at the same time making accessible the 
specialist interests associated with each party. 

In this paper, I examine the development of the programme in an analysis 
drawing on themes of gender, rural identity, and constructed listenership, 
as well as the transnational influences on its immediate successor, the 
‘Farm and Home Hour’. The airing of the ‘Town and Country Hour’ also 
poses questions for media historiography and the significance due such 
overtaken moments of radio’s past.  
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Session Papers: Lawson Room 
 
Two decades of the Quarterly Essay: a unique 
venture in Australian publishing 
 
Presenter: Matthew Ricketson (Deakin University)
This paper will examine the origins, nature and influence of the Quarterly 
Essay which began 20 years ago this year. It will look at what it is, where 
it came from and the distinctive, perhaps unique, contribution it makes to 
Australia cultural life. To the best of my knowledge there is not another 
media product quite like it anywhere in the world. 

That certainly is what the QE’s longstanding editor, Chris Feik, believes. 
At around 25,000 words, each essay is substantial enough to make a 
contribution that sets it apart from the daily rush of news and opinion. 
Yet, it can be read quickly enough (on a train trip or two) so that unlike 
most books it can be fed into the news cycle and issues of the day when 
it is published. 

Many people will have actually read it rather than be relying on reviews or 
interviews. The paper aims to include interviews with the publisher, Morry 
Schwartz, and the editor. It will examine two or three case studies of 
prominent Quarterly Essays. 

 Smith’s Weekly and the larrikin tradition in 
Australian cartoon humour 
 
Presenter: Robert Phiddian (Flinders University)
“Australians are inclined to congratulate ourselves for the glories of a 
thing we call larrikin humour. If it exists – and its characteristics are often 
very hard to distinguish many other supposedly unique humour traditions 
of cultures from the Anglophone diaspora described by James Belich as 
settler societies – its epicentre is the raucous Sydney journal of the first 
half of the twentieth century, Smith’s Weekly (1919-1950). According to 
its chronicler George Blaikie, ‘The paper was irreverent towards 
established ways of life that savoured even faintly of pomposity. It was 
critical, raspberry-firing, fast punching, and capable of smelling a sacred 
cow from afar off against the wind.’ 

This paper will explore a series of cartoons from Smith’s, to give an 
account of its development, preoccupations, and role in the Australian 
cartooning tradition. It will also test the validity of the claim to a distinctive 
‘larrikin’ humour to discern whether this popular assumption about 
national character can be deployed in a scholarly manner to characterise 
a major thread in Australian cartooning. The preliminary framing of the 
research question suggests that a broad distinction between larrikin and 
cosmopolitan threads in cartooning will have some explanatory power for 
mapping developments over time. As the paper will seek to demonstrate, 
both threads can, in fact, be seen in Smiths’ cartoons (with larrikin 
predominant); more recently differences in attitude and practice between, 
for example, Bill Leak and Cathy Wilcox can be made to fit this model.” 
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The sustainability of Australia’s country 
newspapers 
 
Presenter: Alison McAdam (Deakin University)
Much of the discourse around traditional mastheads in rural and regional 
Australia this century has focused on decline – industry-wide cutbacks, 
newsroom closures and community news deserts. But some country 
newspapers appear to be bucking this trend. Audited circulation and 
subscription data reveals a small number of independently owned 
mastheads have maintained and even increased their paying audience in 
print and digital platforms over the past five years. 

This study examines the history of five newspapers that are maintaining 
strong audience readership in New South Wales, Victoria and Tasmania. 

It will draw on historical data and interviews with proprietors to 
understand the role and place of these newspapers over time in the 
communities they serve, and their changing media ecology. The research 
is part of a major national study examining the civic future of country 
newspapers in Australia. 

It draws on a geo-social methodology to examine social, cultural, digital, 
political, economic and environmental factors that may influence contexts 
in which local news can thrive in the digital era. In this paper, I argue that 
when examining (and problematising) factors that shape news 
sustainability in the digital era, it is important to revisit the past in the 
hope it may inform the future. 

 

Covering Climate Disasters: Exploring the Roles of 
Regional Journalism 
 
Presenter: Deb Anderson (Monash University)
Media International Australia recently amplified the need for critical, 
empirical engagement with the role of journalism in reporting extreme 
weather events, highlighting the inadequacy of prevailing discourses of 
suffering and blame. This paper extends that discussion to consider 
disaster reporting in an era of ‘post-truth’ discourse on anthropogenic 
climate change. It draws on a national study of climate-related disaster 
reporting in Australia. Interviews are underway with local, regional, state 
and national reporters who have covered extreme weather events of the 
past decade, from severe tropical Cyclone Yasi (2011) to the ‘black 
summer’ bushfires (2019-20) and the NSW floods (2021). 

Here I focus on regional news media, which play a unique role in 
fostering citizen participation in public life and offer communities forms of 
supportive action during disasters that lie at the heart of compassion. 
Through the lens of emotion, we can see that ‘the story’ of regional 
disaster reporting is one of being local, where the journalist’s position 
between involved actor and interpretive observer is anchored in 
compassion for the local. In that context, I explore regional journalists’ 
understandings of their contested, if at-times precarious, role in 
communicating environmental concerns, in light of scientists urgent calls 
for action to manage the risks of weather disasters and advance 
adaptation in light of climate change. 
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Amateur radio clubs as regional media networks 
 
Presenter: Andrew Mason (University of Southern 
Queensland)
Since the earliest days of wireless electronic communication, amateur 
experimenters have sought to conquer distance, forming networks to 
extend their communication, and clubs and societies to provide social, 
technical, and political support. Australia’s national amateur radio society, 
the Wireless Institute of Australia (WIA) formed in 1910 as an umbrella 
organisation linking many local radio clubs across the regions. These 
clubs continue to flourish, providing a regional local media network, 
additionally linking nationally through the WIA, they provide nationally 
networked news and information to their members. Practices that 
encourage exploration of regions include the affordance of safer travel 
through regular radio contact, and awards dedicated to visiting national 
parks, islands, and mountains to practice mobile communications. 

Local radio clubs across Australia continue to play a significant social 
networking role for radio amateurs. Clubs host regular lectures, maker-
spaces and construction events, dinner gatherings, trips, and daily 
scheduled group meeting times for on-air social interactions. This paper 
surveys the history and function of these radio clubs as actor networks 
affording connectivity and social engagement across regions. 

Jeparit, Victoria, 1893-1902: A settler-colonial 
mediascape 
 
Presenter: Sybil Nolan (University of Melbourne)
Jeparit, the Mallee hometown of politician Robert Menzies (1894-1978), 
epitomised an Australian settler-colonial frontier village in the 
characteristics of remoteness, scarcity, and an agricultural economy 
dependent on a harsh climate and land already degraded by Western 
farming practices. It was also typical in that its existence depended on 
the violent dispossession and subsequent containment of local Aboriginal 
people, in this case the Wotjobaluk people, from whose language the 
town derived its name. 

This paper describes and analyses Jeparit’s early mediascape as it 
emerged hard on the heels of settlement in the early 1890s. In such a 
remote setting, a long-lived weekly, The Jeparit Leader (1893-1988), 
played an essential role recording and shaping local life. It reported (and 
supported) the fight for the extension to Jeparit of the regional train 
service from Melbourne, and covered local tensions, between long-
established pastoralists with large holdings and newer arrivals, over 
closer settlement Bills and increased land ownership. During its first 
decade, the paper also devoted many column inches to attempts to 
establish an organised social and cultural life. Its reporting included the 
advent of a local chapter of the Australian Natives’ Association, the 
faltering establishment of a Mechanics Institute hall and library, and 
reviews of Black minstrel entertainments staged in the hall by White 
amateur players and singers. Meanwhile local Aboriginal culture and 
wellbeing, and the gradual disintegration of the Ebenezer mission to 
which the Wotjobaluk had been contained south of Jeparit, received 
sparse coverage in the pages of the Leader. 
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“The long, continued dry weather”: The Federation 
drought according to regional newspapers 
 
Presenters: Linden Ashcroft (University of Melbourne), 
Karen Twigg (La Trobe University) & Lawrie Zion (La Trobe 
University)
The Federation drought which parched much of Australia between 1895 
and 1903 remains of the most significant and prolonged periods of 
rainfall deficiency since European colonisation. It also coincides with (and 
fuelled) a substantial increase in coverage of the weather in the press in 
the years preceding the establishment of what is now the national 
Bureau of Meteorology. This paper examines the coverage of the 
Federation drought through two newspapers from the Victorian city of 
Bendigo: The Bendigo Advertiser and its rival, The Bendigo Independent. 
At the time, Bendigo was a significant gold town immersed in the 
industrial-scale mining of quartz reefs and boasted an extensive 
agricultural hinterland. 

It was also one of the colony’s largest cities. Through content analysis of 
drought coverage in Bendigo’s two newspapers this paper explores the 
following questions: How was the term “drought”, a phenomenon 
contingent on a range of contextual factors, understood in the coverage 
by Bendigo newspapers? What voices were heard in the coverage, and 
what views or expertise did they represent? To what extent was local 
weather information, including meteorological data and long-term 
conditions, part of that coverage? And what kind of coverage did the 
drought and weather patterns from the rest of the country receive in 
Bendigo? Through these questions, we aim to show how the concept of 
drought became established and contested in regional newspaper 
coverage and the extent to which it reflected and was seen to violate a 
sense of ‘normal’ weather and climate patterns. 

Melancholy information: regional events, 
metropolitan news, new technology and the 
Admella shipwreck of 1859 

Presenter: Michael Evans (University of Melbourne)
In August 1859 the wreck of the steamship Admella off the South 
Australian coast triggered a week-long effort to rescue survivors holding 
colonists in South Australia and Victoria in thrall for a week during what 
almost became a live event. Occurring at a formative stage in the 
development of Australian news and communication networks, the 
wreck of the Admella provides an early example of how regional news 
became experienced more widely as a media event.  

My paper examines how an event that occurred in a regional area 
changed meaning as it entered broader colonial news networks. The 
carrier technology through which news of the wreck passed, the recently 
established intercolonial electric telegraph, played a significant role in 
generating different news experiences by creating temporal frames of 
immediacy and delay. As a result, the wreck of the Admella became a 
number of distinct news experiences, depending on whether the reader 
was in the region of the wreck, other coastal ports, in the capitals of the 
two colonies, or beyond. These differences were later reflected in equally 
distinct forms of memory and commemoration, some of which enabled 
the regional experience of the shipwreck, diluted in broader 
understandings, to resurface. 
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Session Papers: Lloyd Room 

Speaking for Themselves: Constructing the 
Woman’s Role in Early Broadcasting 
 
Presenter: Donna Halper (Lesley University)
Commercial broadcasting in America debuted in 1920, and from the 
beginning, women were expected to occupy traditional spaces: they 
could be singers, or accompanists, or studio receptionists. But not 
everybody was happy with that arrangement. After all, it was the 
“Roaring 20s,” when American women had just gotten the right to vote, 
and society was gradually changing. 

Suddenly, there were women politicians, women lawyers, women 
publicists, and women in other non-traditional occupations– including 
women who wanted to own or manage radio stations. 

It was also the decade of the Harlem Renaissance, when Black women 
poets, playwrights, and performers were gaining more recognition, even 
in an America that was segregated. Media historian Donna Halper will 
discuss how radio helped to bring women’s voices (and women’s issues) 
into the public sphere. 

She will explore how the women broadcasters of the 1920s dealt with 
the culture’s often-contradictory expectations. And she will examine the 
resistance these women encountered, as they addressed persistent 
myths and stereotypes and tried to overcome them. 

 

 
Creative writing platforms in the Filipino media 
ecosystem 
 
Presenter: Claire Parnell (University of Melbourne)
Social media platforms dedicated to creative writing have substantially 
restructured relationships between media sectors and cultural institutions 
in the creative industries. No longer just the domain of legacy media 
companies, digital platforms have become shifted the balance of power 
in the production of cultural and media products. This paper investigates 
the impact of Wattpad, one of the largest and longest running of these 
platforms, on the Filipino media ecosystem. Creative writing platforms 
like Wattpad have become data-intensive sources of content for 
traditional publishers and film and television producers around the world. 

In the Philippines, Wattpad has had a substantial impact on the 
publishing and media industries. The publishing lists of large Filipino 
publishers include a high number of Wattpad-sourced stories and 
authors. Bliss Books, for example, an imprint of Anvil Publishing solely 
publishes Wattpad stories sourced through a formal partnership with 
Wattpad. Stories from Wattpad are also adapted into films and, 
historically, standalone episodes for the television network TV5. This flow 
of content between Wattpad and the Filipino entertainment industry is 
structured by social media logics of connectivity, programmability, 
popularity and datafication (van Dijck &amp; Poell, 2013). 

The primacy of computational processes for sorting, classifying and 
hierarchizing creative content on these platforms reflect the technical 
workings of algorithmic culture (Striphas, 2010). Wattpad is acutely 
embedded in the Filipino creative industries. As a case study, this 
analysis provides insight the impact Wattpad and other platforms like it 
may have on the creative industries more globally. 
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Beyond Sydney: Colonial-Era Crime Reporting in 
Regional New South Wales 

Presenter: Rachel Franks (State Library of NSW)
In looking for the who, what, when, where, and sometimes the why, of 
colonial-era crime cases in New South Wales, it makes sense to turn to 
the Sydney Morning Herald. As the colony’s newspaper of record, the 
Sydney Morning Herald reported facts and, generally conservative, 
opinions on crime and crime control from its inception in 1831. 

Another key resource is the Evening News. Inaugurated in 1867, the 
Evening News was more outspoken that some of its competitors; rarely 
hesitating to criticise authorities when reporting on crime and almost 
routinely condemning the death penalty. From these, and other city-
based newspapers, it is possible to re-build many of the minor and major 
criminal cases that were considered newsworthy across the nineteenth 
century. 

Yet, some of the more detailed and emotive accounts of crimes that 
captured society’s attention in the years before Federation appear in 
regional newspapers. This paper looks at how, for researchers seeking to 
unpack crimes committed in New South Wales over the 1800s, regional 
mastheads such as the Bathurst Free Press (first published in 1849), the 
Queanbeyan Age (first published in 1860) and the Goulburn Evening 
Penny Post (first published in 1870) often offer much richer reportage 
than their metropolitan counterparts. 

Through several short case studies of high-profile crime stories, stories 
that ended when the felon met the executioner, this research 
demonstrates the value of regional newspapers for historians 
investigating criminals and their victims. 

Equity In Australian Broadcast Television 
 
Presenters:  Jock Given & Giles Tanner (Swinburne 
University of Technology)
The concept of equity has played a big part in broadcast television in 
Australia, from its initial establishment to its current forms. This paper 
describes four phases: 
1. Black and White: the initial roll-out of commercial and ABC services in the 

major cities and regional centres in the 1950s and 60s. 

2. Analogue: the “equalisation” of commercial services between metropolitan 
and east coast regional markets in the late 1980s and early 1990s. 

3. Digital: the transition to all-digital transmission, completed in 2013, and 
the creation of the Viewer Access Satellite TV [VAST] service, which finally 
effectively achieved the old goal of equalising broadcast TV services for 
viewers across the country. 

4. Online: the introduction and rapid uptake of streaming video services 
since 2015 and the building of the National Broadband Network, which 
have recreated wide disparities in levels of access to the services we have 
come to call “television”. 

Investigating these four phases, the paper identifies the enduring power 
of the concept of equity alongside the persistent reality of unequal 
services. The historical analysis leads to consideration of the future of 
broadcast television, which the government and the industry are dealing 
with via submissions made in response to the December 2020 Media 
Reform Green Paper. 

12th Australian Media Traditions Conference 18



From “Tassie Essentials” to The Hermit in Van 
Diemen’s Land: shelving Tasmanian islandness in 
Hobart’s local bookstores 
 
Presenter: Kenna MacTavish (University of Melbourne)
Tasmania is both an island and a brand. David Attenborough’s Tasmania 
premiered on ABC in June 2018. In the opening narration, Attenborough 
describes Tasmania as a place “very different” to the mainland of 
Australia (Tasmania). Brand Tasmania states that the Tasmanian 
“essence” is “far from ordinary”, while Tasmania’s attributes revolve 
around natural beauty, creative people, and a rich cultural and natural 
heritage (“Tasmania’s brand” 2018). It is the “islandness” of Tasmania, 
this distinct charm of the spatially finite, that is at the centre of Tasmania’s 
sense of place. 

This paper introduces the notion of islandness and positions it at the core 
of a Tasmanian sense of place through analysis of Brand Tasmania’s 
mission statement and the preservatory role of several Tasmanian arts 
and media organisations. 

It then defines regionalism and examines how regionalism can be 
reproduced through literary marketing strategies such as book shelving. 
This paper uses an ethnographic case study methodology to explore 
how two Hobart bookstores are harnessing Tasmania’s islandness for its 
promotional and cultural potential, and how these book shelving 
strategies further demonstrate the cultural power of regionalism within 
the publishing industry. In considering Tasmania as a desirable, 
marketable location in terms of regional literary activity, bookstores in 
Hobart represent what makes Tasmania unique and valuable through 
their book shelving strategies. 

Region, nation, or an ‘awkward area’? Wales in 
broadcasting history 

Presenter: Jamie Medhurst (Aberystwyth University)
In 1949, the Controller of the BBC in Wales, Alun Oldfield-Davies, stated 
that the role of the Corporation in Wales was ‘to nourish and encourage 
national unity and to add wealth, depth, and value to all aspects of 
national life’. Twelve years later, giving evidence to the Committee on 
Broadcasting, T. I. Ellis, secretary of the cultural nationalist movement, 
Undeb Cymru Fydd (the new Wales Union), had a rejoinder for the 
Committee chairman when he described Wales as a ‘minority’: ‘You say 
a minority, Sir; we say a nation’. Writing in his memoirs in 1974 Charles 
Hill, former British Postmaster-General, Chairman of the Independent 
Television Authority, and Chair of BBC Governors, described Wales as 
‘an awkward area’. 

The broadcasting politics of Wales have always been a contentious issue 
in British media history. Although a small nation within the United 
Kingdom, it has a rich and varied culture and history and is home to over 
half a million speakers of one of Europe’s oldest living languages, Welsh. 
This has led to Wales being seen – by one author at least – as a 
broadcaster’s nightmare. How do you satisfy both English and Welsh 
language speakers in terms of access to programming when technical, 
geographical, and other factors often pose challenges? And how do you 
reconcile the labelling of Wales as a ‘region’ with growing feelings of 
nationhood and national identity throughout the 20th and 21st centuries. 

This paper will explore these issues. 
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‘Screen Business in the Regions: Balancing the 
Production of Corporate and Passion projects’ 

Presenters: Mark Ryan (Queensland University of 
Technology) & Susan Kerrigan (University of Newcastle)

Regional screen business activities are broad and include filming 
locations, film festivals and screen production businesses who are 
surviving outside of the broadcasting or publicly subsidized business 
models. Regional resourcefulness means there are new markets and new 
ways of working that have not been recognized nor supported by state 
and federal screen agencies. The Australia Research Council Linkage 
research project, “Australian Cultural and Creative Activity: A population 
and hotspot analysis” examines these activities and argues there are 
multiple factors converging to maintain successful screen business 
regionally. 

Locations can be a key selling point for sourcing funding, and Australia’s 
screen agencies offer tax-offsets and deals to entice productions into the 
regions, so that they might benefit from economic gains including the 
boost provided by the presence of a film crew and increased tourist 
visitation as people seek out the places they have seen on screen. 
Similarly regional film festivals also benefit communities that might 
otherwise be slow. Regional employment in film and television also 
occurs through those smaller production houses that make regional 
advertising, government and corporate projects and develop passion 
projects, that frequently lead to more work for that business. 

This paper will explore a number of case studies of regional screen 
business activities and draw on economic employment data from the 
Australian Census and business count data from the Australian Business 
Register. In doing so it will widen the frame of what contributes to the 
possibility of sustainability for screen business and careers in the regions. 

Source Confidentiality: A Socio-historical approach 
to journalism’s most valued principle 

Presenter: Josie Vine (RMIT University)
The saying that a journalist is only as good as his or her sources is not 
mere rhetoric. Without the ability to guarantee source anonymity, 
journalists argue, they are impeded in gathering information of legitimate 
public interest. In other words, source anonymity is a serious issue for 
freedom of the news media to fulfill its democratic role, and one of 
journalism’s most valued principles. 

Although the Media Entertainment and Arts Alliance Journalists’ Code of 
Ethics states: 

Where confidences are accepted, respect them in all circumstances 

(Clause 11, https://www.meaa.org/meaa-media/code-of-ethics/, 
accessed July 10, 2020) there has never been any solid legislative 
guarantee in Australia to allow journalists to do so. 

This discrepancy in attitudes between two of our key democratic 
institutions suggests the professional – and personal – ideological 
commitment to source confidentiality is culturally-specific to journalism. 
In other words, the commitment to source confidentiality does not come 
from any legislative process, but from the professional narratives that 
have been handed down from generation-to-generation of journalists. 

The paper traces the evolution of the narratives around source protection 
in a specifically Australian context, through biographical and 
autobiographical material about Australian journalists, and industry-
specific cultural products – such as The Walkley Magazine and its 
predecessor, The Journalist. Once this evolution is traced, it can be used 
to contribute to arguments for a more official recognition of the 
professional and democratic importance of source protection. 
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Speaker Bios: 

Deb Anderson (Monash University)
Deb teaches in the Journalism program in the School of Media, Film and 
Journalism. 

She coordinates the undergraduate capstone unit Journalism and Global 
Change. She also helps coordinate the  Master of Journalism  degree, 
which includes a new international program,  Journalism Futures: New 
York Field School. 

Deb supervises PhD and Masters student research projects across 
disciplines including Journalism, Media and Communications, and 
History. 

Linden Ashcroft (University of Melbourne)
Dr Linden Ashcroft grew up in country Victoria on the lands of the Yorta 
Yorta people, and is a lecturer in climate science and science 
communication at the University of Melbourne. 

Her research uses the past to help us prepare for the future, exploring 
the climate of Australia through historical documents and weather 
observations with the help of citizen scientists. 

Linden communicates science regularly on community radio, has edited 
a peer-reviewed journal on scientific data, and her writing was selected 
for the 2019 Best Australian Science Writing Anthology. 

She is also a Science and Technology Australia Superstar of STEM, a 
program that aims to smash society’s gender assumptions about 
scientists. 

Jennifer Bowen (Monash University)
Dr Jennifer Bowen is a lecturer in audio production and journalism at 
Monash University; she was previously an Editor with the BBC World 
Service and has produced many programmes for ABC radio. 

Michael Evans (University of Melbourne)
After retiring from MoAD (Museum of Australian Democracy) in 2020 I’m 
now a PhD candidate at the University of Melbourne working on a thesis 
exploring the relationships between disasters and media in 19th and 
early 20th century Australia, seeking out the origins of our distinctive 
strengths and weaknesses in understanding current and future 
catastrophes. 

Kate Fitch (Monash University)
Dr Kate Fitch is a communication and media studies scholar, who 
specialises in critical and sociocultural approaches to public relations 
research. 

Her research has drawn on historical and social justice perspectives, 
including feminism and intersectionality, to understand the broader 
societal impact of communicative activity and promotional work. 

Her contributions have advanced the discipline in advocating critical 
feminist research and identifying the limitations of public relations theory 
to address gender inequality in theory and practice and in promoting 
more evidenced histories that recognise the impact of the professional 
project and the subsequent exclusion of particular narratives and activity. 

Dr Fitch’s recent research investigates public relations in popular and 
contemporary culture and informs the emerging, interdisciplinary field of 
promotional culture. 
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Rachel Franks (State Library of NSW)
Rachel Franks is the Coordinator, Scholarship at the State Library of New 
South Wales and an Honorary Associate Lecturer at The University of 
Newcastle. 

Rachel holds PhDs in Australian crime fiction (CQU) and true crime texts 
(Sydney). An award-winning writer, her book about Sydney-based 
hangman Robert ‘Nosey Bob’ Howard will be published by NewSouth in 
2022. 

Jock Given (Swinburne University of Technology)
Jock Given researches, writes and teaches about media and 
communications policy, business, law and history. 

His work has been published in Telecommunications Policy, Journal of 
Information Policy, Media and Communication, Business History, Media 
History, Australian Economic History Review, Historical Journal of Film 
Radio and Television and Historical Records of Australian Science. 

His radio documentaries ‘Crawfords: Television for the People’ and 
‘Empire State: Ernest Fisk and the World Wide Wireless’ were first 
broadcast by ABC Radio National’s Hindsight program in 2014 and 
2012. 

He is a founding associate editor of the Journal of Digital Media and 
Policy (Intellect, previously International Journal of Digital Television) and a 
member of the international editorial board of Telecommunications Policy 
(Elsevier). 

Jock previously worked as Director of the Communications Law Centre, 
Policy Advisor at the Australian Film Commission and Director, Legislation 
and Industry Economics in the Australian Department of Transport and 
Communications. 

Bridget Griffen-Foley (Macquarie University)
After being awarded the University Medal for Modern History in 1992, I 
completed a PhD in Modern History at Macquarie University in 1996. 

I held postdoctoral fellowships at the University of Sydney before 
returning to Macquarie in 2003. 

I held ARC Queen Elizabeth II Fellowships in the Department of Modern 
History and Politics, joining the  Department of Media, Music, 
Communication and Cultural Studies  (now MCCALL) as a Professor of 
Media in 2013 and an ARC Future Fellow in 2014. 

Donna Halper (Lesley University)
Donna L. Halper is a former deejay, music director, and radio consultant, 
who spent more than three decades in broadcasting before reinventing 
herself as a professor. 

She came to Lesley in 2008 to develop and teach courses related to the 
study of communication and media, including Media Analysis, 
Introduction to Communication, and Introduction to Journalism. 
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Ashley Jones (University of Southern Queensland)
I am passionate about local media. I believe that broadcast media has a 
very real place in our society, but other distribution platforms are also 
relevant. I have a research interest in the history of radio and television in 
Australia, also very interested in the role media plays in community 
development. 

I am actively involved in the media industry and lecture in broadcast/
online radio and television. Producing local content through our 
resources at USQ ( Springfield Campus) is very exciting. 

I have worked for over 35 years in the industry and have a deep love and 
respect for its power and the responsibility that goes with that. 

What a privilege it is to be able to teach and train young people coming 
into the industry through practical hands on work, supported by theory. 

The radio and television industry is a significant communication and 
social tool internationally, nationally and importantly, locally. 

We miss a major role of radio and Tv if we overlook its place in the local 
community. 

Many media organisations are understanding this role, others ignore and 
I believe at their peril. 

Susan Kerrigan (University of Newcastle)
Associate Professor Susan Kerrigan in Communication and Creative 
Industries at the University of Newcastle, Australia is a screen production 
scholar. 

She was co-investigator on the Filmmaking Research Network grant, 
funded by the UK’s Arts and Humanities Research Council, and is Chief 
Investigator on Australian Research Council Grant investigating the 
creative industries. 

Susan has professionally produced and directed Australian television 
programs, including Play School. 

Justine Lloyd (Centre for Media History, Macquarie 
University)
Dr Justine Lloyd is a senior lecturer in sociology at Macquarie University, 
where she teaches courses on media and urban sociology. 

She is Acting Director of the Centre for Media History, MQ and a joint 
editor of Space and Culture: the international journal of social spaces. 

Her most recent book is Gender and media in the broadcast age: 
women’s radio programming at the BBC, CBC, and ABC, published by 
Bloomsbury in 2020. 

She has been a visiting scholar at the Universities of Lancaster, UK, 
Eichstatt, Germany and Alberta, Canada. 
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Kenna MacTavish (University of Melbourne)
Kenna MacTavish is a PhD candidate at the University of Melbourne. Her 
thesis, “Organising Books: Creative and Connective Systems of 
Categorisation in the Twenty-First Century”, explores the post-digital 
affordances of books, platforms, and genre systems and she is the 
author of a forthcoming chapter on #bookstagram in Post-digital Book 
Cultures: Australian Perspectives (Monash University Press, 2021). 

Virginia Madsen (Centre for Media History, Macquarie 
University)
Dr Virginia Madsen is Senior Lecturer in Media and Convenor Radio, 
Macquarie University. 

She was Director of the Centre for Media History 2017-2020. 

Her research spans the history of public service broadcasting ‘cultural 
radio’ and includes foundational work on the documentary and feature in 
radio and podcasting. 

She has written widely on the history of specialist and international 
cultures specific to public radio. 

This scholarship is transdisciplinary and transnational in scope. She also 
teaches in media and documentary studies. 

Formerly a producer with ABC radio, she now leads the ARC Discovery 
Project, “Cultural Conversations: A History of ABC Radio National”. 

Marco Magasic (Deakin University)
I have been a journalist since 2012 and have since had the opportunity to 
cover topics as diverse as politics, crime and supernatural events such 
as ghost and UFO stories. 

I started out as a volunteer in my home town, Noosa QLD, before getting 
employed at the notoriously busy Daily Examiner based in the Clarence 
Valley in north NSW. 

At the Examiner as a cadet I learnt all the basics of journalism; accuracy, 
meeting deadlines, balance and understanding the readership. 

More importantly I learnt how to bring a story to life through artful writing, 
videography and photography and presenting it in an online package. 

I transferred and built on these skills at the Great Lakes Advocate based 
in Forster NSW, The Conversation as an intern, and on my own radio 
show which I hosted for six months. 

I have since had the opportunity to cover stories such as the contentious 
Work For The Dole program in Grafton, TAFE job loses in Forster and 
Taree, the 2015 NSW state election, the 2016 Federal election, what it is 
like to surf in Algeria and, of course, that ghost that keeps appearing by 
the Harwood Bridge. 

I have also interviewed characters such as former Prime Minister Tony 
Abbott, Aussie rock legend Daryl Braithaite and Warren Newcombe, 
Australia’s second best saddle maker. 

Alison McAdam (Deakin University)
Alison McAdam is a PhD candidate and journalism lecturer at Deakin 
University’s School of Communication and Creative Arts. She co-
convenes the university’s Rural Communications Research Cluster. 
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Andrew Mason (University of Southern Queensland)
Lecturer in Communication, Media, Advertising and PR at University of 
Southern Queensland. 

 

Jamie Medhurst (Aberystwyth University)
I have been a member of staff in the Department of Theatre Film & 
Television Studies since 1996 (Lecturer, Senior Lecturer and now Reader) 
and before that was Tutor in Information Studies in the Department of 
Information Studies (1993-96) teaching on media information sources 
and services. 

I have undertaken various administrative and managerial roles during my 
time in Aberystwyth: Deputy Dean of the Faculty of Arts (2005-2008), 
Departmental Director of Learning and Teaching (2007-2010) and Head 
of Department (January 2011 – July 2014 and August 2018 – January 
2019). 

I’m married and have two daughters and a son …. and a host of pets! 
Outside of work I enjoy watching rugby, spending time with the children, 
and playing the organ (and occasionally preaching) at St Michael’s 
Church in Aberystwyth. During December, a large part of my time is 
spent in a bright red and white fur suit, black boots and false white 
beard. 

Christopher John Müller (Centre for Media History, 
Macquarie University)
Dr Christopher John Müller is a lecturer in Cultural Studies & Media at 
Macquarie University. 

His work focuses on the intersection of technological processes and the 
deceptive “immediacy” of feeling. 

His main research focus currently lies on the implications of Günther 
Anders’s pioneering critique of broadcast media for digital culture. 

Chris is the author of Prometheanism: Technology, Digital Culture and 
Human Obsolescence (Rowman & Littlefield, 2016), and his articles, 
translations and reviews have appeared in Parallax, Thesis Eleven, 
CounterText, TrippleC, Textual Praxis and Modernism/modernity. 

Chris also co-edits the Genealogy of the Posthuman, an open access, 
ISSN accredited online platform on www.criticalposthumanism.net. 

Sybil Nolan (University of Melbourne)
Sybil Nolan is an editor and historian. She lectures in publishing and 
communications, and researches in publishing, print culture and 
Australian political and media history. 

Sybil worked in book publishing for more than 10 years, including as 
commissioning editor at Melbourne University Publishing from 2003 to 
2007, and before that spent 15 years working in daily journalism on 
newspapers including the Age, Melbourne. 

Her PhD thesis was entitled ‘The Age and the Young Menzies: A Chapter 
in Victorian Liberalism’. 
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Claire Parnell (University of Melbourne)
Claire is a PhD candidate technologies, economies and cultures of digital 
publishing platforms. 

Claire also works as a research assistant in contemporary publishing and 
lecturer and tutor at the University of Melbourne in the Publishing and 
Communications and Media and Communications programs. 

 

Lucie Peart (Gilgandra Newspapers)
Lucie Peart is the Managing Editor of Gilgandra Newspapers Pty Ltd. 

Robert Phiddian (Flinders University)
Robert Phiddian teaches in Renaissance and Eighteenth Century 
literature and has a special interest in political satire, parody, and humour. 

He researches political satire, especially current Australian political 
cartoons with Haydon Manning. 

He has been Chair of the Adelaide Festival of Ideas, Director of the 
Australasian Consortium of Humanities Research Centres (ACHRC), and 
a Board member of the Australian Book Review and of the international 
Consortium of Humanities Centres and Institutes (CHCI). 

Most recent ly he is the author of  Satire and the Publ ic 
Emotions  (Cambridge UP, 2019) and co-author (with Julian Meyrick and 
Tully Barnett) of  What Matters?: Talking Value in Australian 
Culture (Monash UP, 2018). 

Matthew Ricketson (Deakin University)
Matthew Ricketson is an academic and journalist. Professor of 
communication at Deakin University, he has worked at The Age, The 
Australian and Time Australia. 

 

Mark Ryan (Queensland University of Technology)
Associate Professor Mark Ryan, publishing as Mark David Ryan, is an 
Associate Professor in film and screen and a Chief Investigator for the 
Digital Media Research Centre (DMRC), Queensland University of 
Technology. 

He is  an expert in screen industries research and Australian genre 
cinema. 

His edited collections include Australian Genre Film (In Press 2020, 
Routledge) and Australian Screen in the 2000s (2017, Palgrave 
Macmillan). 

Ryan is a Chief Investigator of two Australian Research Council Linkage 
Grant projects: Valuing Web Series: Economic, Industrial, Cultural and 
Social Value (2019-2023) and Australian Cultural & Creative Activity: A 
Population & Hotspot Analysis (2017-2020). 
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Giles Tanner (Swinburne University of Technology)
Giles Tanner is an independent advisor on communications and media 
regulation and policy, including radiofrequency spectrum management 
and broadcasting. 

Until December 2018 he led the team responsible for managing the 
radiofrequency spectrum and technical regulation at the Australian 
Communications and Media Authority (ACMA). 

He has p rev ious l y worked in b roadcas t i ng , med ia and 
radiocommunications regulation and policy. From 2009 until 2013, he led 
the ACMA’s work on realising the ‘digital dividend’ from the digitisation of 
television and the clearance and sale of 700 MHz and 2.5 GHz 
spectrum. 

Giles Tanner was awarded the Public Service Medal in 2014 for his work 
on the digital dividend and longstanding contribution to broadcasting and 
spectrum regulation. 

Specialties: Administrative decision-making; communications and media 
regulation and policy; radiofrequency spectrum planning and allocation; 
design and administration of planning and licensing processes. 

Michael Thurlow (Macquarie University)
I am a media historian and researcher, former regional commercial 
television journalist, producer and presenter with a long and passionate 
interest in the history of the industry. My Master of Research (MRes) 
thesis, Station Break: A History of Regional Commercial Television 
Ownership (2015), was a foundational study for my more substantial PhD 
thesis, Switched On: A History of Regional Commercial Television in 
Australia (2020). 

I hold a Bachelor of Journalism from James Cook University, and a 
Master of Research and a Doctor of Philosophy in Media from Macquarie 
University. I am an Associate Member of Macquarie University’s Centre 
for Media History and a full member of Professional Historians Australia. 

My research, titled A History of Regional Commercial Television in 
Australia, will be published in book form by Palgrave Macmillan in 2022. 
Please visit my website www.channel35.net.au or follow me on Twitter 
@Channel35AU for updates. 

Karen Twigg (La Trobe University)
Dr Karen Twigg’s passion for exploring people’s interactions with a 
changing rural landscape, has been inspired by her own upbringing in 
country Victoria on the lands of the Dja Dja Wurrung. 

She is an historian of the environment, climate and rural settlement. 

Drawing on intimate life histories, her work has uncovered new insights 
into the ways in which people remember, interact with and respond to 
shifting environments. 

She is currently employed at La Trobe University on the ARC-funded 
project, ‘Parched: Cultures of Drought in Regional Victoria’. 
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Josie Vine (RMIT University)
Dr Josie Vine is a senior academic in RMIT University’s Journalism 
Program. She comes from a background in regional print and radio 
journalism. 

Her research interest focusses on the professional history and culture of 
Australian Journalism. She wrote her PhD (2009) on the historiographical 
development of Australian journalism’s professional culture, and the 
Larrikin paradox that provides Australians with a news media that is able 
to fulfill its democratic function, despite operating in a nation with no 
constitutional guarantee of a free media. 

Dr Vine has published extensively on the Larrikin Paradox. Her book, 
‘Larrikins, Rebels and Freedom of Journalistic Freedom in Australia was 
recently published by Palgrave McMillan. Josie is currently co-authoring a 
book,  with Salford University’s Dr Carole O’Reilly,  for Routledge 
Publishers on the cultural function of newsrooms in Australia and the UK. 

Sarah Vella
I am a PhD Candidate at Deakin University. I currently work as a 
Communications and Engagement officer in Local Government. 

Hans-Ulrich Wagner (Universität Hamburg, Institut für 
Medien und Kommunikation)
Dr Hans-Ulrich Wagner is a Senior Researcher at the Leibniz Institute 
for Media Research | Hans-Bredow-Institute and a Lecturer at Universität 
Hamburg, Germany. 

As head of the ‘Research Centre Media History’ he is principal 
investigator of several research projects and co-founder of the research 
network ‘Entangled Media Histories (EMHIS)’ and ‘Transnational Media 
Histories’ (TMH), a collaborative project with the Centre for Media History 
at Macquarie University, Sydney, and partners at Fudan University, 
Shanghai. 

His publications deal with communicative processes in the past as well 
as with actual communication referring to history and the past. 

Marama Whyte (University of Sydney)
Dr. Marama Whyte is an early career researcher specialising in histories of 
women, feminism, and the media. She is a Research Assistant on an 
ARC Discovery Project in the Department of History at the University of 
Sydney and a Research Associate in the School of Historical and 
Philosophical Studies at the University of Melbourne. 

Marama is currently teaching history and gender studies, and is working 
on her first book, which examines grassroots feminist activism by women 
journalists employed in the U.S. news media during the 1970s. She has 
published on her research in Modern American History, Women’s History 
Review, The Washington Post, History Today, and The Conversation. 
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Lawrie Zion (La Trobe University)
Professor Lawrie Zion is a journalism professor and Associate Provost, 
Research and Industry Engagement for the College of Arts, Social 
Sciences and Commerce at La Trobe University. 

He leads the ARC-funded research project, New Beats, which is 
investigating the aftermath of job loss for journalists whose roles were 
made redundant since 2012. 

He is also a Chief Investigator on the interdisciplinary ARC-funded project 
‘Parched: Cultures of Drought in Regional Victoria.’ 

His 2017 book, The Weather Obsession (MUP), examined how digital 
media has changed the way we connect to the weather. 

12th Australian Media Traditions Conference 29



Conference Schedule Day One 

 

9.00am - 10.30am 

10.45am - 11.15am

O’Regan Room: 
Plenary Session 

Conference Welcome and Keynote 

 
K.S Inglis Address: Regional media landscapes and rural imaginaries 

Professor Lisa Waller 

Lloyd Room Speaking for Themselves: Constructing the Woman's Role in Early Broadcasting 

Donna L. Halper 

Lawson Room Two decades of the Quarterly Essay: a unique venture in Australian publishing 

Matthew Ricketson 

Torney Room Fade to Black: Localism and Independence in Australian Regional Commercial Television  

Dr Michael Thurlow

Session Break (15 minutes)



11.30am - 12.00pm

 
1.00pm - 1.30pm

Lloyd Room The Role of Radio in our Australian Rural and Regional Places: A Queensland Study  

Dr. Ashley Jones 

Lawson Room Smith’s Weekly and the larrikin tradition in Australian cartoon humour 

Robert Phiddian 

Torney Room Creative writing platforms in the Filipino media ecosystem 

Claire Parnell 

Lunch Break (60 minutes) 
Optional Networking Session
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1.45pm - 2.15pm

 

2.30pm - 3.00pm

Torney Room Aunty and the Sandgropers: The ABC in Western Australia  

Bridget Griffen-Foley 

Session Break (15 minutes)

Lloyd Room Equity In Australian Broadcast Television 

Jock Given & Giles Tanner 

Lawson Room Covering Climate Disasters: Exploring the Roles of Regional Journalism 

Deb Anderson 

Torney Room Pickets and Press Clubs: 1970s Feminist Media Activism in Australia and the United States 

Marama Whyte 

Session Break (15 minutes)

Lloyd Room From “Tassie Essentials” to The Hermit in Van Diemen’s Land: shelving Tasmanian islandness in Hobart’s local bookstores  

Kenna MacTavish 

Lawson Room Amateur radio clubs as regional media networks 

Andrew Mason 
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3.15pm - 4.15pm 

 

 
2.30pm - 3.00pm

Lawson Room Amateur radio clubs as regional media networks 

Andrew Mason 

Torney Room Tracking the mediated history of Australia’s wild brumby in early regional newspapers 

Sarah Vella 

Session Break (15 minutes)

O’Regan Room: 
Plenary Session 

Panel Presentation 
‘Harbour Cities’: media in urban and regional histories 

Dr Justine Lloyd, Dr Hans-Ulrich Wagner, Dr Christopher John Müller & Dr Virginia Madsen 

Session Break (15 minutes)

Lloyd Room Region, nation, or an 'awkward area'? Wales in broadcasting history 

Jamie Medhurst 

Lawson Room Jeparit, Victoria, 1893-1902: A settler-colonial mediascape 

Sybil Nolan 
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Lawson Room Jeparit, Victoria, 1893-1902: A settler-colonial mediascape 

Sybil Nolan 

Torney Room Newspaper closure, civic culture and civic impact: Where to turn when the local paper shuts down? 

Marco Magasic 

Completion of Day One
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Conference Schedule Day Two

 
9.30am - 10.30am 

 
10.45pm - 11.45pm

 

O’Regan Room: 
Plenary Session 

Keynote presentation 

Niches for the Regions: How Small-Town Recording Companies Expanded U.S. Sound Media Culture 

Associate Professor Kyle Barnett 

Session Break (15 minutes)

Lloyd Room ‘Screen Business in the Regions: Balancing the Production of Corporate and Passion projects’ 

Susan Kerrigan & Mark David Ryan 

Lawson Room “The long, continued dry weather”: The Federation drought according to regional newspapers 

Linden Ashcroft, Lawrie Zion & Karen Twigg 

Torney Room 
(30 minutes)

On a sheep’s back: Gender, media and promotion in the post-war Australian wool industry  
Kate Fitch 

Lunch Break (75 minutes) 
Optional Networking Session
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1.00pm - 2.00pm

 

2.15pm - 2.45pm

 
2.45pm - 3.15pm

 

O’Regan Room: 
Plenary Session 

Guest presentation 

Gilgandra Newspapers as a Case Study for the Importance of Regional Media 

Lucie Peart 

Session Break (15 minutes)

Lloyd Room Source Confidentiality: A Socio-historical approach to journalism’s most valued principle 

Josie Vine 

Lawson Room Melancholy information: regional events, metropolitan news, new technology and the Admella shipwreck of 1859 

Michael Evans 

Torney Room 
(30 minutes)

Mixed harvests: the short life of ABC radio’s Town and Country Hour 

Jennifer Bowen 

O’Regan Room: 
Plenary Session 

Conference Close 
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